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OCTOBER IS THE MONTH OF MARY!

The month of October is
regarded as the month of Our
Lady because the Feast of Our
Lady of the Rosary is
celebrated on October 7.
Devotions to Mary during this
time, as well as other times
during the year, can take
various forms but always
included the public recitation
of the Rosary and Benediction
and various Marian Hymns.
The Blessed Virgin Mary is
the flrst -century Jewish woman who was the mother
of Jesus; now a preeminent member of the
communion of saints. The image of Mary in its
many forms is woven throughout the life of the
Church and her importance is expressed in doctrine,
liturgy, piety, and theology.

The Church teaches four major doctrines about
Mary, two ancient and two modern. Stemming from
the patristic period are beliefs in her virginity
(before, during, and after the birth of Christ) and
divine maternity, the later summed up in the title
Mother of God. The Immaculate Conception (Mary
was conceived without original sin) and
Assumption (she was taken into heaven body and
soul at the end of her life) were officially declared
dogmas in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries,
respectively.

In every celebration of the Eucharist there is a
remembrance of Mary along with the apostles,
martyrs, and all the saints. The pilgrim Church joins
them in praising God and hopes to one day share
their joy before the face of God. Throughout the
liturgical year, which begins with the first Sunday
in Advent, the Church also honors Mary in different
ranked liturgical celebrations comprised of four
solemnities, three feasts, and a number of
memorials.
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In addition to liturgical
remembrance,  Catholics
honor Mary by prayer and
practices, both private and
public, such as the rosary,
pilgrimages, and
veneration  of icons.
Developing the teaching of
Vatican Il, Pope Paul VI

wrote the apostolic
exhortation Marialis
Cultus (On Marian
Devotion) in 1974. In it he
lays down theological
principles and practical

guidelines by which the

SOLEMNITIES OF MARY
Immaculate Conception (8 December)
Mary Mother of God (1 January)
Annunciation of the Lord (25 March)
Assumption (15 August)

FEASTS
Presentation of the Lord (2 February)
Visitation (31 May)
Birth of Mary (8 September)

MEMORIALS
Our Lady of Guadeloupe (12
December)
Our Lady of Lourdes (11 February)
Queenship of Mary (22 August)
Our Lady of Sorrows (15 September)
Our Lady of the Rosary (7 October)
Presentation of Mary (21 November)
and other optional memorials

legitimacy of any aspect of

Marian devotion may be judged. The principles
stem from basic creedal truths. Honoring Mary
should occur within the bounds of a rightly ordered
faith and not over the one triune God: Father, Son,
and Spirit. The guidelines are drawn from the
biblical, ecumenical, and anthropological
developments endorsed by the council.

The amount of attention
given to the theological
Mary (Marionology) by
itself has waned since
Vatican Il, with Marian
themes now integrated into
the theologies of Christ
and the Church. The
central theological image
is that of Mary as a
woman of faith,
preeminent among disciples, the first of the
redeemed in Christ. Her historical role as mother of
Jesus, while unique, is interpreted through the lens
of graced existence, which she shares in solidarity
with all the people of God. Only in this way can she
be a model, or symbolic embodiment, of the
Church. (Continued on Page 3)




Grand Knightt s Me s s a g éwWe Welcome These
Brothers All. New Members to Our Council

The first thee months of this
Columbian Year have gotten off to a
good start. In July our council
recruited the first new member in the
State of Rhode Island. In addition, we
had two transferees join our ranks in
the month of September. We scheduled membership
drives at both St. Barnabas and St. Anthony Churches for
the weekends of 13-14 and 20-21 September,
respectively. | plan to report on the progress of these in
our next newsletter.

During the summer our council carried out the precept of
charity to an extraordinary level. We made contributions
to the Maher Center in Newport, Special Olympics of
Rhode Island and Boys Town New England, which is
located across from Raytheon just off of West Main
Road in Portsmouth. The Boys Town facility has been
recently opened and can accommodate up to 30
residents. | received a tour of the facility. It is beautiful.
Please pray for the members all of these three institutions
andf or Goddés blessings on their

On Thursday, 11 September we had the privilege of
participating in the presentation by Commander Paul
Younes (USN) of a United States flag that was flown
over Baghdad to Fr. Chew of St. Barnabas Church for
the efforts last year at providing supplies to our Armed
Forces stationed in Iraq for distribution to the needy. In
total, 187 boxes (over 4,000 pounds) were shipped. We
are grateful for this opportunity to help others in the
spirit of Fr. Michael McGivney.

During the upcoming months we have a number of
activities planned. We wil!/ sup Pari s|
Yard Sale on 1 November. On 10 & 19 November we
have Masses for the Deceased Members of our Council
at St. Barnabas and St. Anthony Churches, respectively.
We will host the annual Christmas Party at Anthony
House for our local Senior Citizens. This event is
tentatively scheduled for Sunday, 7 December. If you are
able to participate, please join us. The work is rewarding,
and there is always room for a few more hands. We will
also begin the planning for our Fish Fries that will occur
in Lent next year. Our own council Christmas Party is
currently planned for Friday, 12 December. This will be
a pot luck event like it was last year.

Brother Paul Younes

These past three months have been exciting. | anticipate
the next three will be also. Let us pray that the Good
Lord continues to bless our council and its members.
Please remember in your prayers our Brothers and their
family members that are sick or in distress.

Vivat Jésus,
Paul St. Laurent, Grand Knight Brother Gregory Rosenmerkel
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Fr. Christopher S Rooney CounciB618Scheduleof Upcoming Events

DATE EVENT TIME POINT OF CONTACT COMMENTS
Oct9 & 23 | Council Business Meeting 7:00 PM Grand Knight
Oct 9 Installation of Officers 7:00 PM District Deputy Just before the start of the Business Meeting
Oct 12 Columbus Day Banquet 5:00 PM Grand Knight State Function at lvy Garden in West Warwick
Oct 30 Clergy Night 7:00 PM Grand Knight State Function at Valley Inn in West Warwick
Nov 1 St. Anthony Yard Sale 8AM -2PM | Grand Knight Council will staff the Refreshment Stand
Nov 10 Mass, St. Barnabas Church 9:00 AM Ed Silveria For Deceased Members of Fr. Rooney Council 3618
Nov 13 Council Business Meeting 7:00 PM Grand Knight No Meeting on Thanksgiving Day
Nov 19 Mass, St. Ant hq 830AM Ed Silveria For Deceased Members of Fr. Rooney Council 3618
Dec 7 Anthony House Christmas Party TBD TBD Alternate Day is 14 December
Dec 11 Council Business Meeting 7:00 PM Grand Knight No Meeting on Christmas Day
Dec 12 Council Christmas Party 6:30 PM TBD This will be a Pot Luck Social
OCTOBER IS THE MONTH OF MARY! (Continued from Page 1)
.'/“ ll. '
/" / /'| From the vantage point of systemic poverty, | MAJOR APPROVED MARIAN APPARITIONS

liberation theology builds upon this image to
interpret Mary as a peasant, village woman, a
woman of the people who had particular care for
the poor, a point emphasized by Pope John Paul 1l
in his 1987 encyclical Redemptoris Mater
(Mother of the Redeemer).

For all of the cultural, class, gender, and
theological differences that are evident in the

interpretations of Mary, it remains the case that remembering her,
thanking God for her, drawing on her example, and asking for her
prayers is an abiding and deeply rooted characteristic of the
Catholic community.

Reprinted in part from Encyclopedia of Catholicism, 1995 and

1531 - Guadalupe, Mexico, to Juan Diego

1830 - Paris, France, to Catherine Laboure

1846 - La Salette, France, to Maximin Giraud and
Melanie Calvat

1858 - Lourdes, France, to Bernadette Soubirous
1879 - Pontmain, France, to Eugene and Joseph
Barbadette, Francois Richter, and Jean-Marie Lebosse
1879 - Knock, County Mayo, Ireland, to at least
fifteen people

1917 - Fatima, Portugal, to Lucia de Santos and
Francisco and Jacinta Marto

1932-32 - Beauraing, Belgium, to Andree and
Gilberte Degeimbre, and Albert, Fernande, and
Gilberte Voisin

1933 - Banneux, Belgium, to Mariette Beco

Liguorian, May 1997

Charity at Work at Fr. Rooney Council

Grand Knight Presenting Checkson Behal f of our Brothers to

(Below) Doug Bothelo of
Boys Town of New England

(Above) Jack Maher
of the Maher Center
in Newport

(Above) Mike McGovern
of Special Olympics
of Rhode Island




Halloween, A Short History

witches thought to be on the prowl.

Customs and superstitions gathered through the ages go into the celebration of
Halloween, or All Hallows Eve, on October 31, the Christian festival of All Saints. It
has its origins, however, in the autumn festivals of earlier times.

The ancient Druids had a three-day celebration at the beginning of November.
They believed that on the last night of October spirits of the dead roamed abroad,
and they lighted bonfires to drive them away. In ancient Rome the festival of
Pomona, goddess of fruits and gardens, occurred at about this time of year. It was
an occasion of rejoicing associated with the harvest; and nuts and apples, as
symbols of the winter store of fruit, were roasted before huge bonfires. But these
agricultural and pastoral celebrations also had a sinister aspect, with ghosts and

Even after November 1 became a Christian feast day honoring all saints, many people clung to the old pagan
beliefs and customs that had grown up about Halloween. Some tried to foretell the future on that night by
performing such rites as jumping over lighted candles. In the British Isles great bonfires blazed for the Celtic
festival of Samhain. Laughing bands of guisers (young people disguised in grotesque masks) carved lanterns

from turnips and carried them through the villages.

In the United States children carved faces on hollowed-out pumpkins and put
lighted candles inside to make jack-o'-lanterns. Halloween celebrations today
reflect many of these early customs. Stores and homes display orange and
black figures of witches, bats, black cats, and pumpkins. People dressed in
fanciful outfits go to costume parties, where old-fashioned games like bobbing
for apples in tubs of water may be a part of the festivities. Children put on
costumes and masks and go from house to house demanding "trick or treat.”
The treat, usually candy, is generally given and the trick rarely played. Some
parents feel this custom is dangerous. There have been numerous instances
in which sharp objects or poisons have been found in candy bars and apples.
To provide an alternative to begging for candy from strangers, many
communities schedule special, supervised parties and events at Halloween.
The United Nations has used the Halloween observance to collect money for
its children's fund.

Knights in Action

Year End Picnic, 21 June, 2008
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Presentation of Flag flown over Baghdad, 11 September 2008

Office

Name

E-Mail

Phone

Grand Knight

Paul St. Laurent

stlaurentp@aol.com

401-683-2501

Chaplain Rev. Daniel Gray stanthonych@msn.com 401-683-0089
Deputy Grand Knight Keith Roberts keith@ra.necoxmail.com 401-683-2220
Chancellor Paul Gallagher trinitypg@aol.com 401-293-0707
Warden

Inside Guard Herman Andrea 401-683-2336

Outside Guard
Financial Secretary
Treasurer

Recorder

Advocate

Trustee 3 Year
Trustee 2 Year
Trustee 1 Year

Anthony Brown
Edmund Silveria
Paulo De Sousa
Bert Peixoto
Christopher Gontarz
Paulo De Sousa
Paul St. Laurent

esilveria@aol.com

pauldesousa@cox.net

bpeixoto@cox.net

pauldesousa@cox.net

stlaurentp@aol.com

401-683-0042
401-683-0752
401-683-9438
401-683-9477
401-683-1931
401-683-9438
401-683-2501

Keith Roberts keith@ra.necoxmail.com 401-683-2220

Newsletter Editor

Paul St. Laurent

stlaurentp@aol.com

401-683-2501

Opinions expressed are those of the individual author and do not necessarily reflect those
of Fr. Christopher S. Rooney Council, its Officers, or the Knights of Columbus.
Contributions to the Portsmouth Knightly News
Articles may be on a variety of topics: upcoming events, council related, personal
experience, religious, etc. Please send all articles for consideration in PC format via e-
mail directly to the Newsletter Editor.

by Brother Knights are welcome.
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