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HOLY WEEK IS 5 - 11 APRIL  
 

Holy Week is the last week in Lent, immediately 

preceding Easter. It is marked by the solemn 
liturgical celebration of Christôs Passion. In spite of 
the elaborate passion chronologies found in the 
Gospels, Christians of the first three centuries made 
no attempt to imitate in their liturgies the literal 
details of Jesusô last days (entry in Jerusalem, the 
Last Supper, arrest and trial, crucifixion). Each year, 
instead, they remembered Christôs suffering, death, 
and Resurrection in a single unified liturgical 
celebration known as Pascha (Greek, Christian 
Passover, Easter). This yearly paschal observance 
occurred either, according to Jewish reckoning, on 
a fixed day of the lunar month (14 Nisan) or on the 
following Sunday. Eventually, the ancient Jewish 
date (14 Nisan) was rejected, so that ñChristian 
Passoverò (Easter) would always fall on Sunday, 
the Lordôs Day. 
 

During the fourth century, decisive changes 
occurred in the way Christians celebrated Easter. 
The earlier, unified celebration of Pascha (preceded 
by a short period of preparatory fasting) was split 
into a series of liturgies that imitated or reenacted 
the events of Jesusô final week. This development 
occurred, quite naturally, in Jerusalem, where 
Jesus was believed to have spent that week and 
where numerous shrines had grown up ñon the very 
sitesò where the holy events had happened. A travel 
diary kept in 383 by a European woman named 
Egeria during a pilgrimage to Jerusalem provides 
many details about these Holy Week liturgies. 
According to Egeria, the ceremonies for Palm 

Sunday, Holy Thursday, Good 
Friday, and Holy Saturday were 
especially noteworthy. On Palm 
Sunday afternoon, an elaborate 
procession began outside 
Jerusalem at the Mount of 
Olives. The bishop ñreenactedò 
the role of Christ, while children 
waved palm fronds and the 
procession wound through the 
entire city. On Holy Thursday 
night, after the Eucharist had 
been celebrated in the 
afternoon, the events of Jesusô 
agony were reenacted: the 
prayer in Gethsemane, the 

arrest, the appearance before Pilate. Further 
representational liturgies occurred on Good Friday, 
beginning with veneration of the cross four hours 
before noon followed by a solemn afternoon Liturgy 
of the Word that concluded with a reading of the 
Passion according to John. The Easter Vigil - which 
focused on the celebration of Baptism - began in 
midafternoon on Holy Saturday, with the final 
preparation of the adult catechumens. That night, 
while the catechumens were being baptized, the 
rest of the faithful kept vigil. Then, when the 
neophytes were led into the church, everyone 
joined in the celebration of the Eucharist. 
 

This shrine-centered pattern of ñrepresentationalò 
services soon caught on everywhere, even among 
communities that could claim no immediate 
historical connection with the sites where the 
original events had occurred. By the fifth and sixth 
centuries, the influential churches of Constantinople 
and Rome had imported these services, which then 
spread to other ecclesial communities within their 
jurisdictions. In the medieval West, the links 
between the liturgies of Holy Week and their 
ñoriginal times and placesò were obscured. In 1956, 
Pope Pius XII sought to remedy this situation, and 
further reforms followed at Vatican Council II (1962-
65). Please consult the parish bulletins for times of 
Holy Week liturgies at St. Anthony & St. Barnabas 
Churches. 

 
from the Encyclopedia of Catholicism, 1995 
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Grand Knightôs Message 
 

Brothers All, 
 

Thank you again to those Brothers that 

helped to make this past quarter a 

success for Fr. Rooney Council. We 

held a number of events including our 

Basketball Free Throw Competition, 

Lenten Fish Dinners, and assisted the 

Boy Scouts with their Pancake Breakfast. We also 

sponsored a few organizations with some much-needed 

financial assistance. As you can see by some of the 

pictures in this issue of the Knightly News, we have had 

a very active quarter. I pray that there will be more 

pictures that can attest to our continued success in the 

next issue.  
 

Next quarter we have a number of events that will keep 

us busy. These include the last Fish Dinner at St. 

Barnabas Church, the annual Tootsie Roll Drive, and our 

year-end picnic. You can see a list of all our planned 

activities on page three. In addition to the events that are 

listed, many of our Brothers will be very active in 

supporting the Holy Week and Easter Services at St. 

Anthony and St. Barnabas Churches  
 

If you cannot attend an event or a meeting, then please 

spend some time in prayer for the members of our 

community that are sick, lonely, in need of assistance, or 

in distress. These are difficult economic times and the St. 

Vincent de Paul Societies of St. Anthony and St. 

Barnabas Churches are supporting more people than 

ever. They are all in need of our prayers. 
 

On behalf of our Financial Secretary, Edmund Silveria, I 

wish to thank those of you that have sent in your 2009 

membership dues. These dues are vital if we are to 

continue the charitable works of our order. 
 

Late this quarter we will be holding election of officers 

for the upcoming Columbian Year beginning on 1 July. 

As I have stated at our meetings, I will not seek a second 

term as Grand Knight. I am currently in the Diaconate 

Formation Program for the Diocese of Providence, and I 

need to focus my attention towards the fulfillment of this 

vocation. It is my intention to pass on the opportunity to 

lead Fr. Rooney Council to another Brother Knight. If 

you are interested in being considered as a candidate for 

this or any other officer position, please let me know. I 

will pass on your name to our Nominating Committee.  
 

These past three months have been exciting. I anticipate 

the next three will be also. Let us pray that the Good 

Lord continues to bless our council and its members. 

Please remember in your prayers our Brothers and their 

family members that are sick or in distress.  
 

Vivat Jésus, 

Paul St. Laurent, Grand Knight 

 

Some of Our Basketball 

Free Throw Winners 
  

 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Above: 

        Boyôs Winner, 

           John Golden 
 

 

      Above: 

 Girlôs Winner, 

  Alisa Benson 
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Brother Brothe 

DATE EVENT TIME  POINT OF CONTACT  COMMENTS  

Apr 3 St. Barnabas Fish Dinner 5-7:00 PM Grand Knight Need Help at 3PM. 

Apr 23 Council Business Meeting 7:00 PM Grand Knight St. Anthony Church Meeting Room 

Apr 30 & 

May 1 

Tootsie Roll Drive for MR Various Deputy Grand Knight This is at Clementôs Market only. 

May 7, 8, 9 Tootsie Roll Drive for MR Various Deputy Grand Knight This is the Official Weekend 

May 14 Council Business Meeting 7:00 PM Grand Knight St. Anthony Church Meeting Room 

May 15-17 State Council Convention Various Grand Knight Radisson Hotel at Warwick Airport 

May 28 Council Business Meeting 7:00 PM Grand Knight St. Anthony Church Meeting Room 

Jun 11 Council Business Meeting 7:00 PM Grand Knight St. Anthony Church Meeting Room 

Jun 20 Council Picnic 6:30 PM Grand Knight At Grand Knightôs Home 

Jun 25 Council Business Meeting 7:00 PM Grand Knight St. Anthony Church Meeting Room 

     

 

COUNCIL CHRISTMAS PARTY ! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
QUAKER MANOR CHRISTMAS PARTY  

Fr. Christopher S. Rooney Council 3618 Schedule of Upcoming Events 
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Contributio ns by Our Brother Knights  
 

 
Left:  St. Vincent de 
Paul Society at St. 
Barnabas Church  

 
 
 

Right: Portsmouth Boy 
Scout Troop 1  

 
 

 
 

 
 

Left: CYO Basketball  
 

 
 

Right: St. Vincent de 
Paul Society at St. 
Anthony Church  

 
 

 
 

MORE BASKETBALL!  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 


