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St. Paul, Apostle To The Genti les!  
 

In addition to it being the 
end of the Columbian Year, 
it is also the end of the 
Churchôs Year of St. Paul. 
The Outgoing Grand 
Knight can think of no 
better way to close out his 
term by honoring a great 
saint of the Church whose 
feast day is on 29 June 
with a short historical 
account of his life. St. Paul 
is also his patron saint. 
 

Born of Jewish parents of 
the tribe of Benjamin 
sometime between 5 and 
15 (A.D.) in Tarsus, which 
also made him a citizen of 
Rome, Saul studied under 
the famous rabbi, 
Gamaliel, in Jerusalem. A 

tentmaker by trade, Saul became a rigid Pharisee 
and a rabid persecutor of the Christians. He was 
present at the stoning of Stephen but only as a 
spectator. On his way to Damascus to arrest some 
Christians and bring them back to Jerusalem, he 
experienced his famous vision (sometime between 
34 and 36), which led not only to his dramatic 
conversion but (in the view of the tremendous 
impact he was to have on early Christianity) was to 
shape the whole Christian experience. He spent the 
next three years in Arabia (probably the Nabatean 
kingdom) and then returned to Damascus to 
preach. He immediately encountered resistance 
from the Jews, a resistance that was to continue 
throughout his life and travels. Forced to flee 
secretly from Aretas, the Nabatean King, he went, 
sometime between 36 and 39, to Jerusalem, where 
he met the apostles, and through the sponsorship 
of Barnabas was accepted by the Christian 
community. He returned to Tarsus for several 
years, then about 43 was brought to Antioch by 
Barnabas and was made a teacher in the church 
there. 
 
After accompanying Barnabas to Jerusalem in 44 
with a donation from the church at Antioch to the 

church in Jerusalem, Saul was sent out, with 
Barnabas, to preach the gospel on the first of his 
three missionary journeys. During 45-49, it took 
them to Cyprus, Perga, Antioch in Pisidia, and the 
cities of Lycaonia; it was on this journey that Saul 
was changed to Paul. On his return he went to 
Jerusalem in 49 and was successful in convincing 
Peter, James, and the other apostles that the 
Gentile Christians need not be circumcised and 
have Jewish law forced on them ï a decision that 
ensured the universality of Christianity ï and 
secured the approval of the Jerusalem Church for 
his mission to the Gentiles. Shortly after his return 
to Antioch, Paul and Barnabas set out on their 
second missionary journey (49-52). After revisiting 
the churches founded on the first journey, Paul 
crossed to Macedonia (as a result of a dream) and 
preached the gospel in Europe for the first time. He 
founded churches at Philippi (where he and Silas 
were imprisoned and miraculously escaped), 
Thessalonica, and Beroea; preached, with little 
effect, on the Unknown God in Athens; and then 
spent 50-52 at Corinth, where he founded a 
flourishing church. He returned to Antioch but soon 
set out on a third journey (53-58). He spent two 
years at Ephesus teaching and working miracles 
there and in the surrounding areas but was driven 
out by rioting silversmiths, whose trade in statues 
and shrines of Diana was being adversely affected 
by Christianity; from there he went to Macedonia 
and then in 58 back to Jerusalem with contributions 
for the mother church. 
 

At Jerusalem he was attacked by a mob for his 
missions to the Gentiles and put under protective 
arrest by the Roman soldiers. A plot against his life 
caused the Roman captain to send him to Governor 
Felix at Caesarea, where his trial was delayed two 
years (58-60) until Festus succeeded Felix, when 
Paul as a Roman citizen demanded and was 
granted a trial in Rome. On the way to Rome in 60-
61, he was shipwrecked off the coast of Malta but 
eventually reached Rome, where he remained 
under house arrest in his own lodgings for two 
years, 61-62 ï the last time he is mentioned in the 
Acts of the Apostles, the major source of 
biographical material about him. 

  (Continued on page 4) 
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Outgoing Grand Knightôs Message 
 

Brothers All, 
 

Thank you again to those Brothers that 

helped to make this past Columbian 

Year a success for Fr. Christopher S. 

Rooney Council.  
 

And what a success it was!!! We 

carried out the primary mission of our 

Order, charity. We helped both St. Anthony and St. 

Barnabas Parishes in a number of ways. We supported 

some of their various ministries like the St. Vincent De 

Paul Society, Catholic Basketball, and the Parish Feasts 

with charitable contributions. We acted in the role of 

Lectors, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, 

and as Ushers. We helped as altar servers at weekday 

funerals. We were there whenever our priests needed us, 

and I am proud of all of the work of our Brother Knights. 
 

In addition to direct parish work, we supported a number 

of more community based activities. We collected for the 

disabled as part of our annual Tootsie Roll Drive. We 

hosted three Lenten Fish Dinners and provided the 

proceeds to Portsmouth Senior Center, St. Anthony 

Church, St. Barnabas Church, and the Catholic Activity 

Basketball League. We awarded scholarships to 

outstanding and deserving high school seniors in the 

Portsmouth community. We sponsored a Christmas Party 

for the senior citizens at Quaker Manner. We made 

contributions to Lille League, Boy Scouts, and Boys & 

Girls Town of New England, which is located right here 

in Portsmouth. The list can go on. 
 

Also important is the fact that we recruited five new 

Brother Knights into our council. This has made the 

sharing of the workload much easier over the course of 

the past twelve months. We also completed a major 

milestone with the closure of our Home Inc. 

organization. With the proper planning that has been 

initiated this past year, our council should remain 

financially strong for many years to come.  
 

Lastly, we were constant in support for the Pro-Life 

movement as well as for our men and women serving our 

country in the Armed Forces. 
 

All  of this could not have been accomplished without the 

contributions of our Brother Knights and their families. 

All of this was accomplished with the grace of God and 

intersession of Our Blessed Mother.  
 

I now depart from office, leaving you in the capable 

hands of a New Grand Knight, Brother Richard Kane. 

May Our Lord guide him as he leads our council into the 

next Columbian Year. May Our Lord continue to bless 

our council and our Order. 
 

Vivat Jésus, 

Paul St. Laurent, Immediate Past Grand Knight 

Incoming Grand Knightôs Message 
 

Brothers All, 
 

Another Columbian Year is 

about to begin. 

 

I am very excited about this 

new episode in my life.  I 

have not been affiliated 

with the Knights of Columbus for very long as my 

work, before I retired, was with an International 

Airline living in several foreign countries 

throughout my career.  However, I am very familiar 

with the good works of the Knights as I have a 

brother who holds his fourth degree and is a Past 

Grand Knight.   

 

After my wife and I retired from the Airlines we 

moved to Rhode Island because she had family here 

and that was an important incentive.  We settled in 

Portsmouth because it is so rural wanting to get 

away from the hustle and bustle of the cities where 

we lived previously. We went back to work and 

retired again after five years.  

 

I appreciate the confidence our membership has in 

me and with the help of the Holy Spirit, we will 

have a successful 2009-2010 Columbian Year for 

our Council. 

 

As previous Grand Knights have reported our 

council supports the parishes of St. Anthony and St. 

Barnabas, as well as a number of Church and 

community organizations. We will continue to 

provide college scholarship to deserving seniors at 

Portsmouth High School and funding for Catholic 

organization that help the needy, support vocations 

and are strong pro-life advocates. In addition, we 

will continue to support our CYO, Boy Scouts, and 

the Senior Center. 

 

I will continue the focus on increasing our 

membership and would like to see more of our 

Brothers attending our meetings and participating in 

our activities this Columbian Year. 

 

I ask each Brother to pray for our Councilôs success 

and I will serve our Council and our parishes as our 

Past Grand Knights have done. 

 
 

Vivat Jésus, 

Richard Kane, Grand Knight 
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Brother Brothe 

DATE EVENT TIME  POINT OF CONTACT  COMMENT S 

July 9 Council Business Meeting 7:00 PM Grand Knight St. Anthony Church Meeting Room 

Aug 13 Council Business Meeting 7:00 PM Grand Knight St. Anthony Church Meeting Room 

Sept 10 Council Business Meeting 7:00 PM Grand Knight St. Anthony Church Meeting Room 

Sep 24 Council Business Meeting 7:00 PM Grand Knight St. Anthony Church Meeting Room 

     

 

FISH DINNER PICTURES! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Fr. Christopher S. Rooney Council 3618 Schedule of Upcoming Events 
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St. Paul, Apostle To The Gentiles! (Continued from page 1) 

According to Clement of Rome, writing only thirty years after Paulôs death, Paul went to Spain after 
his imprisonment, and on his return, according to the pastoral letter (epistle), revisited Ephesus, 
Macedonia, and Greece, 63-67. According to tradition he was again arrested, probably at Troas, and 
returned to Rome, where he was executed on the same day as St. Peter (in 67, according to 
Eusebius) during the persecution of Christians under Emperor Nero (by beheading, according to 
Tertullian). 
 

One of the most creative of Christian writers, Paul wrote letters to the Romans (from Corinth, 57-58); 
1 Corinthians (from Ephesus in 54); 2 Corinthians (probably from Philippi in 57); Galatians (from 
Ephesus about 54); Colossians, Philemon, Ephesians, and Philippians (probably from Rome in 61-
63); 1 and 2 Thessalonians (from Corinth in 51-52); and two pastoral epistles to Timothy and one to 
Titus. The letter to the Hebrews is now believed to have been written by another author of 
Alexandrian background; it was not accepted canonically in the West before 350 and was probably 

written sometime between 60 and 90.  
 

Paul viewed Christianity primarily in relation to Judaism. He felt that the history of the Jews and the writings of 
the Old Testament had prepared humanity for Christianity. Nevertheless, Paul regarded the Christian faith - or 
"life in Christ," as he called it - as something new. In Judaism, God and human beings were related chiefly 
through the Torah, the first five books of the Old Testament. The Torah expressed God's will and informed 
people of their responsibilities to Him. Paul believed the death and Resurrection of Jesus opened a new kind of 
relationship between God and human beings. He was certain that Gentiles, who did not know or understand the 
Torah, could benefit from this new relationship, which he called justification. Justification resulted not from 
something that human beings did, such as obey the Torah, but from something that God had done. In Jesus, 
God had given humanity a gift. Paul felt that this gift put God and people into their proper relationship, which 
human effort alone never could have done. To Paul, justification was central to Christianity.  
 

By means of his letters, Paul encouraged early Christians in times of discouragement and persecution. He 
reminded his followers of their responsibilities to one another and thus provided many basic ideas of Christianity. 
Christians recognized Paul's importance by preserving his letters and making them a central part of the New 
Testament. Paulôs feast day is June 29. Paulôs conversion is celebrated on January 25. 
 

This article was written with the help of the following sources: 
- Dictionary of Saints by John J. Delaney, 1983 
- David B. Burrell, Ph.D., Hesburgh Professor of Philosophy and Theology, University of Notre Dame. David B. Burrell, "Paul, Saint," World 
Book Online Americas Edition 

CHARITY IN ACTION, AT HOME!  
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More Knights in Action & F ish Dinner  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office   Name     E-Mail    Phone 

 
Grand Knight  Richard Kane    RICHARD248@cox.net   401-846-5433 

Chaplain  Rev. Daniel Gray    stanthonych@msn.com  401-683-0089 

Deputy Grand Knight Keith Roberts    keith@ra.necoxmail.com  401-683-2220 

Chancellor  Paul Gallagher    trinitypg@aol.com  401-293-0707 

Warden   Richard Brown    brownrickk@yahoo.com  401-862-5939 

Inside Guard  John OôGara    jlogara@hotmail.com  401-835-3173 

Outside Guard  Anthony Brown        401-683-0042 

Financial Secretary Edmund Silveria    esilveria@aol.com  401-683-0752 

Treasurer  Paulo De Sousa    pauldesousa@cox.net  401-683-9438 

Recorder  Bert Peixoto    bpeixoto@cox.net  401-683-9477 

Advocate  Christopher Gontarz       401-683-1931 

Trustee 3 Year  Paul St. Laurent    stlaurentp@aol.com  401-683-2501 

Trustee 2 Year  Paulo De Sousa    pauldesousa@cox.net  401-683-9438 

Trustee 1 Year  Herman Andrea        401-683-2336 

Newsletter Editor  Richard Kane    RICHARD248@cox.net  401-846-5433 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Opinions expressed are those of the individual author and do not necessarily reflect those 

of Fr. Christopher S. Rooney Council, its Officers, or the Knights of Columbus. 

Contributions to the Portsmouth Knightly News  by Brother Knights are welcome. 

Articles may be on a variety of topics: upcoming events, council related, personal 

experience, religious, etc. Please send all articles for consideration in PC format via e-

mail directly to the Newsletter Editor.  


