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The Liberty Bell ! 
 

Although  it is now one 
of the worldôs great 
icons of freedom, the 
Liberty Bell wasnôt 
always a symbolic 

force. Originally used 

to call the Pennsylvania 
Assembly to meetings, 
the Bell was soon 
adopted not only by 
abolitionists and 
suffragists, but also by 
Civil Rig hts advocates, 

Native Americans, 
immigrants, war 
protestors and so 
many other groups as 

their symbol. Each year, two million people 
journey to the Bell just to look at it and ponder its 

meaning.  

 
The bell now called the Liberty Bell was cast in the 
Whitec hapel Foundry in the East End of London 
and sent to the building currently known as 
Independence Hall, then the Pennsylvania State 
House, in 1752. It was an impressive looking 

object, 12 feet in circumference around the lip 
with a 44 -pound clapper. Inscrib ed at the top was 
part of a Biblical verse from Leviticus, "Proclaim 
Liberty throughout all the Land unto all the 
Inhabitants thereof."  
 
Unfortunately, the clapper cracked the bell on its 

first use. A couple of local artisans, John Pass and 
John Stow, rec ast the bell twice, once adding 
more copper to make it less brittle and then 
adding silver to sweeten its tone. No one was 
quite satisfied, but it was put in the tower of the 
State House anyway.  
 

From 1753 until 1777, the bell, despite its crack, 
rang mos tly to call the Pennsylvania Assembly to 
order. But by the 1770s, the bell tower had 
started rotting and some felt ringing the bell 
might cause the tower to topple. Thus, the bell 
was probably not rung at all to announce the 

signing of the Declaration of I ndependence, or 

even to call people to hear its first public reading 
on July 8, 1776. Still, officials considered it 
valuable enough to move, with 22 other large 
Philadelphia bells, to Allentown in September 

1777, so that invading British forces would not 
confiscate it. It was returned to the State House 
in June 1778.  
 
While it remains unknown what exactly caused the 

first crack in the Liberty Bell, presumably every 

subsequent use caused further damage. In 
February 1846, repairmen attempted to fix the 
bell  with the stop drilling method, a technique in 
which the edges of a crack are filed down to 
prevent them from rubbing against one another 
and then joined by rivets. Unfortunately, in a 
subsequent ringing for Washingtonôs Birthday 

later that month, the uppe r end of the crack grew 
and officials resolve d to never ring the bell again.  
 
By that time, though, it had hung around long 
enough to gain a reputation. Because of its 
inscription, abolitionists started using it as a 

symbol, first calling it the Liberty Be ll in the Anti -

Slavery Record in the mid -1830s. By 1838, 
enough abolitionist literature had been distributed 
that people stopped calling it the State House bell 
and fo rever made it the Liberty Bell.  
 
Once it was no longer used as a working bell, 

especially  in the years after the Civil War, the 
Liberty Bellôs symbolic position strengthened. It 
started going on what were essentially 
barnstorming patriotic trips, mostly to Worldôs 
Fairs and similar international expositions where 
the United States wanted to sh ow off its best 
wares and celebrate its national identity. The first 

trip was in January 1885, on a special railroad 
flatcar, making 14 stops along the way to the 
Worldôs Industrial and Cotton Centennial 
Exposition in New Orleans.  
 
Following that, it went to the Worldôs Columbian 
Exposition -  otherwise known as the Chicago 

Worldôs Fair - in 1893, where John Philip Sousa 
composed "The Liberty Bell March" for the 
occasion. In 1895, the Liberty Bell made 40 
celebratory stops along the way to the Cotton 
State a nd International Exposition in Atlanta, and 
in 1903, it made 49 stops en route to 

Charlestown, Massachusetts, for the 128th 

anniversary of the Battle of Bunker Hill.  
 

(Continued on page 4) 
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The Grand Knightôs Message 
 

Brothers All, 

 

Rhode Island has the 

distinct honor of being 

the first Council outside 

of Connecticut to 

organize a Knights of 

Columbus Council.  Ten years ago we had a 

membership of over 11,000. At this time we 

have a membership of 6,800 and at this rate, by 

the year 2019 it will be less than 2,000.  This 

decline in membership is very alarming and 

could result in having to close or combine 

Councils or worse yet having no Knights of 

Columbus in the State at all.   

 

Our Portsmouth Council consists of 97 

members, yet in our monthly meetings there are 

only 10 ï 12 members present, most of which 

are your officers. 

 

Brother Knights we need your help and 

commitment to continue the great works for 

which the Knights of Columbus are renowned: 

Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and Patriotism.  

With these thoughts in mind I am requesting 

the following: 

  

¶ Attend one meeting a month. 

 

¶ Participate in the many charitable 

events we sponsor by attendance and 

volunteering to assist. 

 

¶ Most importantly, try to interest 

Catholic men you know to join the 

Knights. I or any Officer listed in the 

newsletter will be happy to talk to any 

candidates you know who would be 

interested in joining the Knights. 

 

Thank you and God Bless 

 

Vivat Jesus, 

 

Richard Kane,  

Grand Knight 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brother Bert Peixoto 

Knight of the Year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fr. Daniel Gray 

Chaplain 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kelly Rucando with the Past Grand Knight 

Council Scholarship Recipient 
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DATE EVENT TIME  POINT OF CONTACT  COMMENTS  

Dec 6 Senior Citizens Christmas Party TBD Richard Lima Need Brother Knights to Help Serve 

Dec 11 Council Christmas Party at Paul 

& Maxine Gallagherôs Home 

6:30 PM Paul Gallagher 191 Sea Meadow Drive, Portsmouth. 

This is a POT LUCK EVENT 

Jan 10 Boy Scout Pancake Breakfast 8-10 AM TBD Need Brother Knights to Help beginning at 7:00AM 

Jan TBD Basketball Free-Throw Contest TBD John OôGara Location is TBD 

Feb 19 Fish Dinner, St. Barnabas 5-7 PM Keith Roberts Need Brother Knights to Help beginning at 3:00 PM 

March 5 Fish Dinner, Senior Center 5-7 PM Richard Kane Need Brother Knights to Help beginning at 3:00 PM 

March 19 Fish Dinner, St. Anthony 5-7 PM Paul Gallagher Need Brother Knights to Help beginning at 3:00 PM 

     

     

 

COUNCIL YEAR-END PICNIC, 20 JUNE! 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Fr. Christopher S. Rooney Council 3618 Schedule of Upcoming Events 
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The Liberty Bell ! (Continued from page 1) 
This periodic Liberty Bell road show continued until 1915, when the bell took an extended trip 

across the country, first to the Panama -Pacific International Exposition in San Francisco, and 
then, in the fall, down to another such fair in San Diego. When it c ame back to Philadelphia, it 
was put back inside the first floor of Independence Hall for another 60 years, during which time 

it was only moved once around Philadelphia to promote War Bond sales during World War I.  

But again a group of activists were eage r to use the Liberty Bell as its symbol. Women suffragists, fighting for 
the right to vote, put the Liberty Bell on placards and other collateral materials to promote their mission of 
making voting in America legal for women.  

After World War I, the Libert y Bell stood primarily in the Tower lobby of Independence Hall, the climax of 
visitor tours to the building. But city fathers worried that the celebration of the bicentennial of the Declaration 
of Independence in 1976 would bring undue stresses of crowds t o Independence Hall and, consequently, the 

Liberty Bell. To meet this impending challenge, they decided to build a glassed - in pavilion for the Bell across 

Chestnut Street from Independence Hall. On the extremely rainy early morning hours of January 1, 1976 , 
workers trundled the Liberty Bell across the street, where it has hung until the construction of the n ew 
Liberty Bell Center in 2003 .  

COLUMBUS DAY !!  
 

Many Countries in the New World and elsewhere celebrate the anniversary of Christopher Columbusôs arrival in 

the Americas, which occurred on October 12, 1492 in the Julian calendar and October 21 in the modern 

Gregorian calendar. Columbus Day became a federal holiday in 1970. People have ritually remembered 

Columbus beginning at least in the Colonial period. In 1792, New York City and other eastern U.S. cities 

celebrated the 300
th
 anniversary of his landing in the New World. In 1892, President Benjamin Harrison called 

upon the people of the United States to celebrate Columbus Day on the 400
th
 anniversary of the event. During the 

400-year anniversary in 1892, teachers, preachers, priest, poets and politicians used Columbus Day rituals to 

teach ideals of patriotism. These patriotic rituals were framed around themes such as support for citizenship 

boundaries, the importance of loyalty to the nation, and celebrating social progress. 

 

Catholic immigration in the mid-nineteenth century induced discrimination from anti-immigrant activists such as 

the Ku Klux Klan. Like many other struggling immigrant communities, Catholics developed organizations like 

the Knights of Columbus to help in the fight against discrimination by providing them with information as to 

their rights as future Americans. The name Knights of Columbus was chosen in part because it saw Christopher 

Columbus, a fellow Catholic, one of our own who had discovered America as a fitting symbol of the Catholic 

immigrants. 

 

In the 19
th
 century ñpatrioticò activists sought to 

eradicate Columbus Day celebrations because 

they thought the Catholics would use the 

holiday to take over the country. 

 

In April 1934, at the behest of the Knights of 

Columbus, Congress and President Franklin 

Delano Roosevelt set aside October 12 as 

Columbus Day and a Federal Holiday. Since 

1971, the holiday has been commemorated in 

the U.S. on the second Monday in October. 

 

Today, the Knights of Columbus is world-wide 

organization performing acts of charity for 

those in need of our help. 
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VETERANS DAY HISTORY 

U.S. President Woodrow Wilson first proclaimed an Armistice Day for November 12, 

1919. The United States Congress passed a concurrent resolution seven years later on 

June 4, 1926, requesting the President issue another proclamation to observe November 

11 with appropriate ceremonies. An Act approved May 13, 1938, made the 11th of 

November in each year a legal holiday; "a day to be dedicated to the cause of world peace 

and to be thereafter celebrated and known as 'Armistice Day'." 

In 1953, an Emporia, Kansas shoe store owner named Al King had the idea to expand Armistice Day to celebrate 

all veterans, not just those who served in World War I. King had been actively involved with the American War 

Dads during World War II. He began a campaign to turn Armistice Day into "All" Veterans Day. The Emporia 

Chamber of Commerce took up the cause after determining that 90% of Emporia merchants as well as the Board 

of Education supported closing their doors on November 11, 1953, to honor veterans. With the help of then-U.S. 

Rep. Ed Rees, also from Emporia, a bill for the holiday was pushed through Congress. President Dwight 

Eisenhower signed it into law on May 26, 1954.  

Congress amended this act on November 8, 1954, replacing "Armistice" with Veterans, and it has been known as 

Veterans Day since. Although originally scheduled for celebration on November 11 of every year, starting in 

1971 in accordance with the Uniform Monday Holiday Act, Veterans Day was moved to the fourth Monday of 

October. In 1978 it was moved back to its original celebration on November 11. 

 

 

Office   Name     E-Mail    Phone 

 
Grand Knight  Richard Kane    RICHARD248@cox.net   401-846-5433 

Chaplain  Rev. Daniel Gray    stanthonych@msn.com  401-683-0089 

Deputy Grand Knight Keith Roberts    keith@ra.necoxmail.com  401-683-2220 

Chancellor  Paul Gallagher    trinitypg@aol.com  401-293-0707 

Warden   Richard Brown    brownrickk@yahoo.com  401-862-5939 

Inside Guard  John OôGara    jlogara@hotmail.com  401-835-3173 

Outside Guard  Anthony Brown        401-683-0042 

Financial Secretary Edmund Silveria    esilveria@aol.com  401-683-0752 

Treasurer  Paulo De Sousa    pauldesousa@cox.net  401-683-9438 

Recorder  Bert Peixoto    bpeixoto@cox.net  401-683-9477 

Advocate  Christopher Gontarz       401-683-1931 

Trustee 3 Year  Paul St. Laurent    stlaurentp@aol.com  401-683-2501 

Trustee 2 Year  Paulo De Sousa    pauldesousa@cox.net  401-683-9438 

Trustee 1 Year  Herman Andrea        401-683-2336 

Newsletter Editor  Richard Kane    RICHARD248@cox.net  401-846-5433 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Opinions expressed are those of the individual author and do not necessarily reflect those 

of Fr. Christopher S. Rooney Council, its Officers, or the Knights of Columbus. 

Contributions to the Portsmouth Knightly News  by Brother Knights are welcome. 

Articles may be on a variety of topics: upcoming events, council related, personal 

experience, religious, etc. Please send all articles for consideration in PC format via e-

mail directly to the Newsletter Editor.  
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