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The Supreme Court
 

Article III, Section 1 of 

the Constitution provides 

that "the judicial Power of 

the United States, shall be 

vested in one Supreme 

Court, and in such inferior 

Courts as the Congress 

may from time to time 

ordain and establish."  
 

Under this section and the Judiciary Act of 1789, 

the United States Supreme Court was created. The 

Act organized the Supreme Court, the federal 

circuit courts and the federal district courts, 

established the Office of the Attorney General, and 

reserved the president's right to nominate justices 

for appointment to the United States Supreme Court 

with the advice and consent of the Senate.  
 

When the Supreme Court was unveiled on February 

2, 1790, six justices shared the bench. One justice 

was appointed as the Chief Justice and held 

additional administrative duties related both to the 

Supreme Court and to the entire federal court 

system. The other five were associate justices. At its 

creation, the judicial branch was by far the weakest 

and most timid of all three government branches, 

holding back from strongly upholding and deciding 

controversial issues. However, in 1801, Chief 

Justice John Marshall joined the Supreme Court and 

boldly asserted the judicial branch's authority and 

judicial rights.  
 

In Marbury v. Madison, Chief Justice Marshall 

asserted that the doctrine of judicial review 

permitted the Court to review the constitutionality 

of congressional legislation. Before the end of his 

34 years, he succeeded in strengthening the central 

government and making the Judiciary branch, in 

some respects, the strongest branch of the national 

government.  
 

Congress holds the power to set the number of 

Associate Justices sitting on the Supreme Court and 

that number has gradually changed over time. The 

current court composition of one Chief Justice and 

eight Associate Justices was established under an 

act passed on June 25, 1948. Justices are appointed 

for life. Each justice is also assigned to one of the 

Court of Appeals for emergency response purposes.   
 

Each year, the Supreme Court receives 7,000 or so 

writs of certiorari, which are petitions from parties 

seeking review of their cases. These petitions do not 

result in automatic appeals. Just because a party 

wants to take its case "all the way to the Supreme 

Court," the Court will not necessarily hear the case. 

Instead, such a case must pass through the Court's 

screening process.  
 

The screening process begins with the Court's law 

clerks, who sift through the petitions and settle 

upon a select few that they deem worthy of 

consideration by the justices. Next, inside a closed 

conference room, the Chief Justice leads the 

meeting in which the Justices discuss the petitions 

and vote aloud on which cases they find more 

significant and deserving of deliberation. Voting 

begins with the Chief Justice and is followed by the 

Associate Justices according to seniority. The most 

junior Justice takes the handwritten notes that will 

be passed to a clerk for public announcement of 

their disposition of the petitions. To be considered, 

a case must receive at least four votes. In deciding 

whether to review a case, the Court will generally 

consider whether the legal question was decided 

differently by two lower courts and needs resolution 

by a higher court, whether a lower court decision 

conflicts with an existing Supreme Court ruling, 

and whether the issue could have broader social 

significance beyond the interests of the two parties 

involved. However, not all cases of significant 

social issues needing resolution are accepted by the 

Supreme Court. The Court also receives another 

1,200 applications of various kinds each year that 

can be acted upon by a single Justice.  

 

 

(Continued on Page 4) 

http://supreme.lp.findlaw.com/supreme_court/pastjustices/marshall.html
http://supreme.lp.findlaw.com/supreme_court/pastjustices/marshall.html
http://supreme.lp.findlaw.com/supreme_court/landmark/marbury.html
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Grand Knightôs 

Message 
 

Brothers All, 
 

The following letter was sent to 

Bishop Tobin from our Council 

supporting his position in his 

open letter to Congressman Patrick Kennedy. 

 

Dear Bishop Tobin, 
 

We, the officers and members of the Knights of 

Columbus Council 3618 of Portsmouth, RI  would 

like to thank you, our Bishop and the Shepherd of 

the Diocese of Providence, for your direct, 

unambiguous pastoral letter to Congressman Patrick 

Kennedy on what it means to be a Catholic. The 

inspired answer you provided is the foundation of 

our mandate to consider practical Catholics for 

membership in the Knights of Columbus. 

 

The Knights take their role in defending and 

upholding the rights of the unborn very seriously. 

When ñCatholicò politicians reject the teaching of 

the Church, we are scandalized. As parishioners of 

St. Anthony and St. Barnabas Parishes in 

Portsmouth, we are particularly infuriated since 

Representative Kennedy resides in our community. 

We take his attack on the Catholic Churchôs 

position regarding the unborn and healthcare 

personally. 
 

You have been consistent in speaking on the right 

to life which is a vital, central issue of our faith, as 

demonstrated by your rebuke of Rudi Giuliani and 

your mock interview of President Obama in the 

Rhode Island Catholic. Your leadership in 

challenging these politicians who disparage the 

sanctity of human life is an example for all and a 

model we embrace and follow as Catholic laymen 

and members of the Knights. 
 

With continued prayer and honest dialogue from 

Bishops who ñman upò, hopefully all Catholic 

politicians who disregard the principles of our faith 

will enter into a sincere process of discernment, 

repentance and a willingness to promote all aspects 

of the right to life - not just those that are politically 

significant and beneficial. 
 

Sincerely,  

 

The Officers and Members of Knights of 

Columbus Council 3618, Portsmouth    

 

Fuel Check Presentation to Fr. Gray 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY 1: THE 

FEAST OF MARY 

MOTHER OF GOD  
 

Remember on Christmas 

morning how we found our 

way to the stable?  It may 

have been the stable on the 

mantle or under the 

Christmas tree or in your 

parish church. We gazed at 

the baby in the manger just like the shepherds had 

done so long ago. Jesus was there with Mary and 

Joseph. On January 1, we begin our new year at the  

Eucharistic Celebration. We thank God for Mary, 

Jesusô Mother, who brought the Savior into the 

world. Because she is the mother of Jesus, Godôs 

Son, she truly is the Mother of God. Through the 

power of the Holy Spirit, Mary conceived Jesus. 

Joseph was Joseph was Jesusô loving foster-father. 

 

Mary loved Jesus and believed in him. She was 

there when he was nailed to the cross. She stayed 

beneath the cross and received his dead body into 

her arms. After the resurrection, Mary waited with 

Jesusô apostles for the coming of the Holy Spirit on 

Pentecost. Maryôs feast days are special events that 

happen throughout the year. January 1 honors her as 

Godôs Mother. 
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Brother Brothe 

DATE EVENT TIME  POINT OF CONTACT  COMM ENTS 

Jan 10 Boy Scout Pancake Breakfast 8-10 AM Paul De Sousa Need Brother Knights to Help beginning at 7:00AM 

Feb 6 Basketball Free-Throw Contest 2-3 PM John OôGara Portsmouth Middle School 

Feb 19 Fish Dinner, St. Barnabas 5-7 PM Keith Roberts Need Brother Knights to Help beginning at 3:00 PM 

March 5 Fish Dinner, Senior Center 5-7 PM Richard Kane Need Brother Knights to Help beginning at 3:00 PM 

March 19 Fish Dinner, St. Anthony 5-7 PM Paul Gallagher Need Brother Knights to Help beginning at 3:00 PM 

     

 

EAST BAY CHARITY BALL, 7 NOVEMBER  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Right:  
 

Installation  
Of Officers  

 
12 November  

 
 
 
 
 

Fr. Christopher S. Rooney Council 3618 Schedule of Upcoming Events 
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The Supreme Court  (Continued from page 1) 
 
 

Once the Court accepts a petition, it then schedules the case for oral arguments. 

While the Court discreetly reviews petitions, it hears each partyôs oral arguments 

before the public -- anyone may sit in as an audience member in the Supreme 

Court's stately, burgundy draped, gold-trimmed courtroom. Cases are heard en 

banc, which means by open court, when a quorum of 2/3rds of the Justices is 

present. Therefore, six Justices are currently required. The public audience will 

view a 30 minute argument given by one lawyer from each side, and intense, 

vigorous questioning, including hypothetical inquiries, from the seated Justices. 

Questioning can be directed at the lawyers or at another Justice to bolster or 

sway opinions. The hypothetical questions are opportunities to pose slightly 

different factual situations to which a decision may have implications upon in the future. While a lawyer's 

appearance before the highest court often can be a tense, dramatic affair, it also can be a career highlight. Lawyers 

have been known to hang and frame the white quill pens they receive as a souvenir from the court. The court 

usually hears between one to three cases each day, on the Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of each week. The 

Court's term begins, by law, the first Monday in October of each year and continues as long as the business before 

the Court requires, which is usually until about the end of June.  

 

After oral arguments, the Justices will vote. Sometimes more than one round of voting will take place because the 

Justices may switch sides during the process, often turning a minority into a majority and vice versa. The first vote 

on a case is taken during the week of oral arguments. For cases heard on Monday, the Justices will vote on it on 

Wednesday afternoon. For oral arguments heard on Tuesday and Wednesday, the Justices will vote on Friday. 

After the vote, the most senior Justice in the majority assigns the task of writing the majority opinion. Likewise, the 

most senior justice in the minority also decides who will write the dissenting opinion. In addition, each Justice may 

write his or her own statements if they wish, but the majority opinion speaks for the final decision of the court. 

Throughout this process, the clerks are intimately involved, researching past cases that may support a ruling and 

even strategizing to sway opinions in one direction or another.  

 

Each year the court decides about 150 cases of great national importance and interest, and about three-fourths of 

such decisions are announced in fully published opinions. The Supreme Court is located across the street from the 

U.S. Capitol Building in Washington, D.C.  (Condensed from supreme.lp.findlaw.com) 
 
 

ANTHONY HOUSE CHRISTMAS PARTY  
6 DECEMBER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


