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CHRIST IS RISEN!
 

The Easter Season begins on Easter Sunday, 
April 4, and extends until Pentecost, fifty days 
later. The first eight days after Easter are 
known as the Octave of Easter. The paschal 
candle, which is blessed at the Easter Vigil, is 
lighted during the entire season, and the water 
that was also blessed is used for Baptism 
throughout the year. 
The Easter season is 
also the time for the 
newly baptized 
(neophytes) to continue 
their catechetical 
formation. 
 
In the first century, as 
today, the developed 
Passover feast 
remembered Israelôs 
redemption from 
slavery. Rabbinic 
tradition also saw the 
feast as one of hope for 
final redemption. This 
Passover celebration 
provided the context for 
the Last Supper of 
Jesus with His disciples 
and the events leading 
to His Crucifixion and 
Resurrection. 
 
By the second century, the Church began to 
celebrate a Christian Passover (Pascha), a 
modulation of the Jewish themes. Celebrating 
in memory and hope a unitive feast of both the 
Cross and the Resurrection, the Church 
identified Jesus as the Paschal Lamb of the 
New Covenant, gave thanks for the 
deliverance from sin, and awaited the ultimate 
redemption. The primitive Pascha was not 
focused exclusively on the Resurrection, but 
on the totality of the redemption in Christ.  

During the fourth century in Jerusalem, a major 
center for pilgrims, the celebration of Easter 
included a three-day (Triduum) period of 
preparation. On what is called Holy Thursday, 
the Last Supper account was read at the 
Eucharist. The events of the Passion of Jesus 
were liturgically commemorated in the city at 

various places (known as 
stations) that were associated 
with those events. On what is 
called Good Friday, there was 
a veneration of the cross and 
a ñthree hoursò service to 
commemorate Jesusô three 
hours on the cross. New 
members were initiated into 
the Church through the 
sacraments of Baptism, 
Confirmation, and the 
Eucharist on the eve, or vigil, 
of Easter. This has set the 
pattern for the observance of 
Holy Week to the present. 
 
Easter as a living symbol 
rather than a commemoration, 
is not a series of gospel 
representations, but rather the 
passage of Godôs people in 
Christ through death to new 

life. This Easter we will celebrate this passage 
at both St. Anthony and St. Barnabas 
Churches like millions of Catholics throughout 
the world. As Knights of Columbus let us try to 
reflect on this true meaning of Easter and be 
thankful to God for the opportunity of 
redemption. May the spirit of Easter help us in 
our works throughout the entire year. 
 
(Reprinted, in part, from Encyclopedia of 
Catholicism, 1995) 
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Grand Knightôs 

Message 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bothers All, 

 

The Columbia year will end on June 30. You 

may be asking yourself why, in April, this 

topic is in my quarterly message to you. The 

reason is the members of the nomination 

committee will be meeting soon to nominate 

Brothers who are willing to hold an office. In 

the past, there were only one or two 

positions to be filled as many Brothers were 

willing to continue in their offices. This is not 

the case this year. We may have as many as 

five offices to be filled.  

 

Brothers, in order to continue our charitable 

works, we need new members who can 

eventually be nominated and hold various 

Council offices. Your Council can not have 

vacant offices without curtailing our 

charitable activities. For the Council to 

continue our charitable activities, we need 

your help. Brothers, I am asking you to 

please consider, either running for an office, 

or finding new members for our Council. 

 

If you can help your Council, please contact 

myself or any Officer. 

 

I wish all a Blessed Easter Season. 

 

Vivat Jesus, 

 

Richard Kane 

Grand Knight  
 

             Expert Pancake Makers 
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Brother Brothe 

DATE EVENT TIME  POINT OF 

CONTACT  

COMMENTS  

Apr 8 & 22 Council Business Meetings 7 PM Richard Kane St. Anthony Church Narthex Conference Room 

Apr 30 Tootsie Roll Drive 4-8 PM Richard Kane Clements Market, Sign Up in Advance 

May 1 Tootsie Roll Drive 10AM-4PM Richard Kane Clements Market, Sign Up in Advance 

May 13 & 27 Council Business Meetings 7 PM Richard Kane St. Anthony Church Narthex Conference Room 

May 28-30 RI State Council Convention All Weekend Richard Kane See The Grand Knight  

Jun 10 & 24 Council Business Meetings 7 PM Richard Kane St. Anthony Church Narthex Conference Room 

Jun 19  Council Year-End Picnic 6:30 PM Richard Kane Grand Knightôs House, This is a Pot Luck Event 

 

FISH DINNER, ST. BARNABAS CHURCH  

        COMPUTER DONATION 

 
 

CHRISTMAS PARTY, ANTHONY HOUSE  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                          EGGS ANYONE? 

Fr. Christopher S. Rooney Council 3618 Schedule of Upcoming Events 
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Motherôs Day 
 

 

Motherôs Day is an annual holiday that recognizes mothers, motherhood and maternal bonds in general, 

as well the positive contributions that they make to society. In the United States it is celebrated on the 

second Sunday in May. In 2010, it will be celebrated on May 9. 

 

Early ñMotherôs Dayò was mostly marked by womenôs peace 

groups. A common early activity was the meeting of groups of 

mothers whose sons had fought or died on opposite sides of the 

American Civil War. 

 

In 1868 Ann Jarvis created a committee to establish a ñMotherôs 

Friendship Dayò whose purpose was to reunite families that had 

been divided during the Civil War, and she wanted to expand it into an annual memorial for mothers, but 

she died in 1905 before the celebration became popular. 

 

In New York City, Julia Ward Howe led a ñMotherôs Dayò anti-war observance in 

1872, which was accompanied by a Motherôs Day Proclamation. The observance 

continued in Boston for about 10 years under Howeôs personal sponsorship, then died 

out. 

 

Several years later, a Motherôs Day observance on May 13, 1877 was held in Albion, 

Michigan, over a dispute related to the temperance movement. According to local legend, 

Albion pioneer, Juliet Calhoun Blakely, stepped up to complete the sermon of the Rev. Myron 

Daughterty, who was distraught because an anti-temperance group had force his son and two other 

temperance advocated to spend the night in a saloon and become publicly drunk. In the pulpit, Blakeley 

called on other mothers to join her. Blakeleyôs two sons, both traveling salesmen, were so moved that 

they vowed to return each year to pay tribute to her and embarked on a campaign to urge their business 

contacts to do likewise. At their urging, in the early 1880ôs, the Methodist Episcopal Church in Albion set 

aside the second Sunday in May to recognize the special contributions of mothers. 

 

The Andrewôs Methodist Episcopal Church, the site of the original Motherôs Day 

commemoration where Anna Marie Jarvis handed out carnations, the International 

Motherôs Day Shrine, is now a National Historic Landmark. From there, the custom 

caught on ï spreading eventually to 46 states. The holiday was declared officially by 

some states as early as 1912, beginning with West Virginia. On May 8, 1914, the U.S. 

Congress passed a law designating the second Sunday in May as Motherôs Day and 

requesting a proclamation. On May 9, 1914, President Woodrow Wilson made that 

proclamation, declaring the first Motherôs day, as a day for American citizens to show the flag in honor of 

those mothers whose son had died in war. 

 

Carnations have come to represent Motherôs Day. The wearing of a red 

carnation indicates you mother is living and white if she is deceased. 
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MAY IS THE MONTH OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY  

 

The Catholic practice of assigning a special devotion to each month goes 

back to the early 16
th
 century. Since the best known of those devotions is 

probably the dedication of the month of May to the Blessed Virgin Mary, it 

might come as a surprise that it wasnôt until the late 18
th
 century that this 

devotion arose among Jesuits in Rome. In the early years of the 19
th
 

century, it quickly spread throughout the Western Church, and, by the time 

of Pope Pius IXôs declaration of the dogma of the Immaculate Conception 

in 1854, it had become universal. 

 

May crowning and other special May events in honor of Mary, such as 

public recitation of the rosary, stem from this time. May is an opportunity 

to renew our own devotion to the Mother of God by dusting off our 

rosaries and adding a few more Marian prayers to our daily routine. 
 
 

 

Office   Name     E-Mail    Phone 

 
Grand Knight  Richard Kane    RICHARD248@cox.net   401-846-5433 

Chaplain  Rev. Daniel Gray    stanthonych@msn.com  401-683-0089 

Deputy Grand Knight Keith Roberts    keith@ra.necoxmail.com  401-683-2220 

Chancellor  Paul Gallagher    trinitypg@aol.com  401-293-0707 

Warden   Richard Brown    brownrickk@yahoo.com  401-862-5939 

Inside Guard  John OôGara    jlogara@hotmail.com  401-835-3173 

Outside Guard  Anthony Brown        401-683-0042 

Financial Secretary Edmund Silveria    esilveria@aol.com  401-683-0752 

Treasurer  Paulo De Sousa    pauldesousa@cox.net  401-683-9438 

Recorder  Bert Peixoto    bpeixoto@cox.net  401-683-9477 

Advocate  Christopher Gontarz       401-683-1931 

Trustee 3 Year  Paul St. Laurent    stlaurentp@aol.com  401-683-2501 

Trustee 2 Year  Paulo De Sousa    pauldesousa@cox.net  401-683-9438 

Trustee 1 Year  Herman Andrea        401-683-2336 

Newsletter Editor  Richard Kane    RICHARD248@cox.net  401-846-5433 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opinions expressed are those of the individual author and do not necessarily reflect those 

of Fr. Christopher S. Rooney Council, its Officers, or the Knights of Columbus. 

Contributions to the Portsmouth Knightly News  by Brother Knights are welcome. 

Articles may be on a variety of topics: upcoming events, council related, personal 

experience, religious, etc. Please send all articles for consideration in PC format via e-

mail directly to the Newsletter Editor.  


