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A Message from the State Deputy

Brothers, | welcome you to the first edition
of the Rhode Island State Council’s on-line
Newsletter. | want to begin by thanking
and congratulating State Warden Michael
Benson for assuming the position of editor
of our newest endeavor. | would also like
to mention those brothers who stepped to
assist as the staff for the publication: DD
Mark Bamberg, FDD Phil DePaolo, DD
Charles Fleurant, DGK Bill Goodwin, GK Ed Misiolek, FDD
Jerry Scannell and FS Greg Unsworth. Thank you Brothers,
I'm sure we will all enjoy and profit from your efforts.

I encourage all of you to take the time to read the articles
presented here for your information and entertainment. The
purpose of this newsletter is not just to inform you about
upcoming State events, but also to follow up on those events,
as well as letting everyone know about the activities going on
at the District, Council and Assembly level. | therefore ask
you to forward to the newsletter information about upcoming,
as well as recently run functions. This will give everyone a
clearer picture of all the great events and activities going on
throughout our jurisdiction.

The main topics | wish to discuss in this issue are the 3 keys
to council and assembly success: Membership, Activity, and
Publicity.

Membership : Over the past 31 years, the Rhode Island
jurisdiction has seen continued membership loss. There are,
I'm sure, numerous theories on, or reasons why this has
occurred. That is a discussion for another time. We must
instead look to the future. We must “Just Ask”. It is our moral
obligation to invite every eligible Catholic man to enjoy the
benefits that membership in our Order affords him and his
family. | have challenged the Grand Knights to grow our
Order by bringing in one new member per council, per month.
This is not a difficult goal, but we must ALL make it a priority.
If every member asks one Catholic man per month, the goal
could easily be achieved. Let's make this the year that
Rhode Island sees solid membership growth!

Activity : No one wants to belong to an organization simply
to attend meetings. There has to be a reason to get involved.
If the Council isn’t doing anything, in the Church, in the
Community, what reason is there for its existence? Fraternity
is indeed a tenet of our Order, opportunity to socialize with
our brothers and their families, to have fun, are important, but
it must still have a purpose. Give your members a purpose, a
reason to remain active. Give your newest members a
feeling that their efforts are helping to make a better
community and world. You will then have committed
members who won’t want to leave our Order because they
feel their time could be more productive and better spent

Schedule of Events

4t DEGREE BREAKFAST :
Sunday morning, October 4 at Warwick
Council. Contact FDD Mike Dziok for
tickets/information.

HOPE AWARD : Monday evening,
October 12, 6 PM at the Providence
Marriott Hotel to honor Brother Knight
Michael McGovern, outgoing Executive
Director of Special Olympics with the
State Council's most prestigious award.
Contact PSD Ron Parenteau or IPSD
Arthur Sylvester for tickets/information.

WEBSITE ADMINISTRATION
SEMINAR: Saturday, October 17, 9
AM to 2 PM at Cranston Council.
Contact Jerry Scannell for
reservations/information.

1st & 2nd DEGREE: Tuesday,
October 20 at St. Francis Council 2011
in North Kingsgtown. Call 205-0507 to
reserve space for candidates and
supporters.

STATE MEETING: Friday evening,
October 23, 7:30 PM at Pascoag
Council #383.

CLERGY NIGHT: Thursday evening,
November 5, 6: 30 PM at the West
Valley Inn to honor the Bishops and
Priests of the Providence Diocese,
including our Council Chaplains.
Contact DD Steven Mariano for
tickets/information.

EAST BAY CHARITY BALL :
Saturday evening, November 7 at Fr.
Boehr Council in Tiverton. Proceeds
are to benefit the RI State Council
charities. Contact GK Paul Saunders at
Newport Council for tickets/information.

3'Y DEGREE: Sunday, November 8,
11:30 AM at St. Teresa’s Church,
Pawtucket RI.

STATE SOCCER SHOOT-OUT:
Sunday, November 8, 1:00 PM at
Wilson Park, North Kingstown, RI for
winners of each age group at the local
level.

CHRIST THE KING MASS &
BREAKFAST : Sunday morning,
November 22 at 10 AM. Mass to be
concelebrated by Bishop Gelineau,
with breakfast to follow. Contact
PSD/FM Normand Charpentier for
tickets/information.

4t DEGREE EXEMPLIFICATION
& MASTERS BALL : Saturday,
December 5. Contact FDD Mike Dziok
for tickets/information.
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elsewhere.

Publicity : We do great work in the Knights. No one who
looks at the big picture of our commitment to charity,
through financial support, through man hours of effort
could possibly doubt that. But we as an Order don't do a
good enough job of getting that information out to the
general population. There are Catholic men out there
who are looking for a way to help, to give back. If we let
them see our good works, done in the spirit of fraternity,
they will want to become involved. But, we must let them
know about us. We must afford them the chance to do
good in union with their fellow Catholic gentlemen. We
must also let our Brother Knights know about our
activities and events at the Council level. Many Brothers
would love to join in on the numerous fundraising and
social events councils run throughout our jurisdiction.
Unfortunately, in many cases they are unaware of activity
in other councils or areas. Put the word out. We could all
afford more attendance at our functions. You are
presently reading one of the best methods of spreading
the word! This is your newsletter, make use of it! On that
note: please make every effort to attend the Hope Award
Banquet, honoring Brother Michael McGovern, retiring
Director of Special Olympics Rhode Island, on Monday,
October 12! at the Providence Marriott.

In closing, | hope everyone had a fun and refreshing
summer. We are coming into a very active time of year
for our Order here in Rhode Island. Let's recruit, let’'s get
active, spread the word! Let's make this one of the
greatest years in the long and proud history of the Knights
in Rhode Island. Remember, have fun! Vivat Jesus.

Stephen Ciolfi, State Deputy

semester letters. The Council Liability Insurance Policy is
another of my duties, assessing each council based on
their number of active members. The present policy falls
due the end of February.

Lastly, | make available on the State web site, kofcri.org,
the monthly meeting notice which as you know will only
be available on the web site and no longer mailed out.

We all have a lot going on in our lives but it's very
important for us, Rhode Island Knights of Columbus to
communicate what and who we are as well as what we
do. We need to get the word out. Again my thanks and
appreciation to the newsletter staff.

Vivat Jesu
John Marcello State Secretary

A Message from the State Treasurer

My Brother Knights:

The wonderful spirit of cooperation
manifested by all my brother knights
whenever their assistance has been
sought is deeply appreciated.

Please remember to give the name and
address of the person to whom a check
requested from the State Council is to be sent. Also,
please make every effort to forward payments of per
capita as quickly as possible. Thank you. Vivat Jesus!
Fraternally, Jim Gilcreast, ST

A Message from the State Secretary
] B

My thanks to our State Deputy Stephen
Ciolfi for reinstituting the State Newsletter.
| would like to congratulate the newsletter
staff for their time in putting together the
newsletter.

As your State Secretary, my main
responsibility is to assess the council per
capita bills based on the July 1st Supreme Membership
Roster. The bills are mailed to the Grand Knight and
Financial Secretary of each council during the month of
September.

I maintain the Tootsie Roll account of each council. Any
request for Tootsie Roll funds should come through me
and there is a request form available from me to be filled
out by the Grand Knight. Any donation can only be used
for individuals or organizations associated with persons
who are intellectually disabled.

| am also responsible for the Scholarship/ Book Award,
sending out the acceptance letter, and First and Second

A Message from the State Advocate

My Brother Knights,

| would like to thank SD Steve Ciolfi for re-
establishing our Knights of Columbus State
newsletter & SW Mike Benson and his
staff for taking on its production.

As all of you are aware,our founder, the
Venerable Michael J. McGivney,wanted a
council in every parish. Since many parishes
do not have enough members to support a council,
establishing a Parish Round Table will help provide a
Knights of Columbus presence in these parishes.

Last year,41 Parish Round Tables were established in

Rhode Island and | thank those councils for their efforts.
Remember, even if a Round Table were established on
June 30,0n July 1,it was nonexistent.

| ask all councils that participated last year to re-
form Round Tables now and for all other councils to form
Round Tables in any parish for which they are
responsible.

If you have any questions regarding Round Tables and
their formations, or if you want to check on your
council's status regarding Round Tables, please contact
me @401-944-2613.

Vivat Jesus, Peter Lentini,SA
RI Round Table Chairman
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A Message from the State Warden

My Brother Knights, | am delighted to
assist the State Deputy in providing the
“MAP” for each council to attain Star
Council this Columbian Year. M =
membership, A = activities, P = publicity.
The purpose of the newsletter is to not only,
advertise our activities, but more important
ly to publicize what we accomplished at those events.
This is our chance to tell our story, not so much the when,
where, but rather the why and how. My hope is that you
will tell these stories in your own newsletters, and send
them to members and non-members alike so that all in
our communities come to understand the relevance of the
Knights of Columbus in Rhode Island.

I wish to thank the Newsletter staff who have volunteered
their time and talents to this endeavor. Please feel free to
contact anyone of us to have your council’s story, or
event advertisement included in future editions. Know
also that your constructive critique is welcome.

Fraternally, Michael Benson, SW
Newsletter Editor

IPSD Cont'd

Brother’s we need your help in promoting and committing
to the Hope Award. The event is now just weeks away,
and reservations are coming in very slow. We urge every
Council to participate at the very least by sending all your
Council Officers. Your council’'s Program Director, and
MR Funds Chairman would also be appropriate
attendees. The event is open to all members of the
Knights of Columbus, as well as their spouses, family and
friends. We need to make this a memorable event for
both Mike and the Knights of Columbus in Rhode Island.
Please help promote this event.

Feel free to contact me, or Ron Parenteau, PSD
Rparenteaul@cox.net at any time for more information.

Vivat Jesus
Arthur Sylvester, Imnmediate Past State Deputy

A Message from the Immediate Past
State Deputy

My Brother's all,

| am writing to advise you of the status for
the 2009 Hope Award scheduled for
Monday evening, October 12, 2009, to be
held at the Marriott Providence.

The Hope Award is the most prestigious
tribute offered by the Rhode Island State
Council Knights of Columbus. It is presented in
recognition of outstanding community service to one
whom by their life, labor and humanitarian influence has
made an exceptional and significant contribution to
building a better Rhode Island community. Past recipients
have included Ben Mondor, owner of the Pawtucket Red
Sox, John O. Pastore, United States Senator, and Former
Chief Justice Joseph Weisberger. Plus a long list of other
recipients.

We are especially proud that this year’s recipient is
Michael McGovern, Executive Director of the Special
Olympics who is retiring after more than 20 years of
dedicated service. Many of you have met Mike at various
events involving Special Olympics and those afflicted with
mental disabilities, and have witnessed first hand the
impact he has had on their lives. That Mike is also an
active member at St. Francis Council 2011 in North
Kingstown makes this year's award especially relevant.

Assisting Special Olympics continues to be a major focus
for the Knights of Columbus at all levels, from the local
councils to Supreme.

“Year of the Priest”

“Year of the Volunteer”
This year we have been given two themes by the
Supreme Council Knights of Columbus. Originally, the
“Year of the Volunteer” was selected, however when our
Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, declared this the “Year
of the Priest,” the Supreme Office decided to combine the
two and celebrate both. This is fitting because we seldom
look at our Priests as “Volunteers. We have a tendency
to regard them as “being there” or as “that’s part of the
job.” Just like the lay person, they have lives in which
they like to rest and relax. Again, like us, when they allow
their additional service time to filter into the “off duty”
hours, they, like us become the Volunteer.

We would like to look at some of those giving men, our
Chaplains, and find out what makes them so special to
us.

Knights of Columbus Chaplains in
Rhode Island
Who: .
* Rev. Fr. Joseph R. Paquette

* Ordained on June 24, 1978 at
Saint Cecilia’s church in
Pawtucket

» Pastor at St. Teresa of the Child
Jesus Parish in Pawtucket

What:

e Chaplain for the State of

Rhode Island

* Faithful Friar for the Fourth g
Degree of the State of Rhode Island
* Chaplain for Delaney — St Teresa Council

*When:
* For the past several years (sometimes it seems like he
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Chaplain cont'd

has always been there).
Getting to know Father Joseph Paquette:

Things have changed. A long time ago it was common to
see as many as five or even six priest assigned to a
parish. Well those days have passed and now it's the
norm to see only one assigned priest and if lucky,
deacons to help him. A staff that works together like a
well oiled machine is the dream of every pastor. With that
in mind, | asked Father the following.

Biggest challenge?

Time, time and more time! Being Pastor for a parish has
a lot of duties and responsibilities over and above the
planning a performing of the weekly and seasonal
liturgies of his parish. St. Teresa’s has 2300 families.
There is also a school with over 200 students. One of his
concerns is the parish membership. There are all the
births and funerals that occur every day and need to be
seen to. Ask those that know him and you will learn that
he is always ready for his parish family. Whether working
with the youth to help them in their religious upbringing or
caring and visiting the sick and elderly. He is, without a
question, a person not easily pinned down to one spot but
he does make time for all who need him. Father “Joe”, as
he is often called, also sits on the diocesan school board
as well as the Catholic Charity Committee.

What about the Knights of Columbus?

There is a saying that goes “If you want something done,
ask a busy man to do it.” When the R.I. K. of C. was
found to be in need of an active State Chaplain, our
Bishop asked (and asked and asked and asked) Father
Paquette to take the position. Seeing how he had a lot of
spare time on his hands..... just kidding! Remember
what was said about that “busy man”. He accepted and
we were blessed. | asked Father for a few thoughts on
his being part of us and here is what he said. It is really
good food for thought.

“I feel it to be enjoyable to be with the men. | receive hope
from the members for their support of ministries, charity
and prayer life.”

“I can rely on my local council (Delany — St. Teresa) for
help and friendship. This helps to energize and nourish
the priesthood.”

Story by Charles Fleurant, DD

Knights of Columbus March in
Bristol 4 * of July Parade

The Rhode Island State Council Officers joined the
brothers of Bristol Council #379, along with members
from councils throughout the state in representing the
Knights of Columbus in the country’s oldest 4t of July
celebration.

Parade Cont'd

State Deputy Stephen Ciolfi and his wife Peg along with
the District Master of the 4t Degree Bill Schulte, his wife
Rebecca, and the State Chaplain, Fr. Joseph Paquette,
and all the State Officers and wives joined Bristol Council
Grand Knight Michael Alves and his family in leading the
contingent.

Fr. Paquette designed a float decked out in bunting and
the Knights of Columbus emblem which illustrated the
spirit of the Order’'s commitment to our country. He even
provided flags for all that participated.

Fr. Paquette, left, IPSD Arthur
Sylvester & Mona, above
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Rhode Island KofC Delegation
Attends Supreme Convention

The State Deputy Stephen Ciolfi and his wife Peg led a
contingent of 34 Rhode Island Knights and their wives (&
families) to the Supreme Convention held in Phoenix,
Arizona. The convention officially started Tuesday,
August 4 and ran until Thursday, followed by the first ever
Our Lady of Guadalupe Festival on Friday and Saturday.
The Convention was broadcast on EWTN, Salt & Light
TV, Sirius Radio and other outlets.

Highlights of the convention included the individual State

Open Houses (Sunday, Monday, Wednesday afternoons

and evenings), Pin Exchange (Monday evening), Opening
Masses (Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday) mornings,
States Dinner (Tuesday evening), and the RI Dinner held

at Rustler’'s Roost (Wednesday evening).

The Convention featured a number of key note speakers.
Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson report included
reaffirmation that the Knights stand in union with the
successors of Peter and all the clergy as their “strong
right arm” in this year that Pope Benedict XVI has
declared the “Year of the Priest.” All Knights are
encouraged to promote membership in the Fr. Michael J.
McGivney Guild ( ), as well as
participate in programs to promote Vocations.

The Supreme Knight reported that last year was a record
setting period for our first principle, Charity as provided by
the Knights of Columbus. Despite the current economic
hardships that saw total overall U.S. charitable giving fall
by 2%, Knights of Columbus charitable went up 3.5%, to
more than $150 million.

Many in the group arrived days prior to take in the sights,
sounds and “dry” heat of Phoenix, where temperatures
were between 90 and 115 degrees! Most of the group
traveled 5 hours each way by motor coach to the Grand
Canyon on Saturday, and marveled at the beauty of
God’s great creation. A special thanks to Ellen

Charpentier for keeping the bus driver alert on the return
trip.

Attending were State Deputy & Delegate Stephen & Peg
Ciolfi, State Chaplain Rev. Joseph Paquette, State
Secretary & Delegate John & Marge Marcello, State
Treasurer James, Mary & Diane Gilcreast, State
Advocate Peter & Janet Lentini, State Warden Michael &
Lee Ann Benson, IPSD & Delegate Arthur & Mona
Sylvester, PSD & Executive Secretary Normand & Ellen
Charpentier, FDD & Delegate Philip & Pam DePaolo, DD
& Delegate Mark, Jane & Ellen Bamberg, Augustus “Red”
& Kaye Drywa, FDD & Program Director Michael & Vicki
Dziok, Alan & Irene LaMake, Don & Cecile Neville, GK
Ron and Cheryl Ross, District Master Bill & Rebecca
Schulte, and Anthony Tedeschi.

4th Degree Color Guard Leads Special
Olympians into Meade Stadium

District Master Bill Schulte, and members of the Color
Guard at the entrance to URI's Meade Stadium to open
the Special Olympic Games on May 30, 2009
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KofC “Day on the Bay”

Sunday, August 16t saw the weather approach 90
degrees as the State Council held its Day on the Bay with
a brunch cruise on a much cooler Narragansett Bay to
Newport. Over 150 Knights, families and friends boarded
the Vista Jubilee and participated in this annual event.

Chairman Mike Dziok and his wife Vicky want to extend
thanks to all those who attended this event, and offer their
special thanks to all participants, Councils and
Assemblies who made donations to the liquor raffle, as
well as those who volunteered to sell raffle tickets, and
the Schulte's for once again printing the tickets.

Clockwise from upper left:
Rose Island Light House,
one of the many sights
during the cruise, the
breakfast buffet on the way
to Newport, and SD Steve
Ciolfi congratulating State
Programs Director Mike
Dziok (and wife Vicki) on a job well done.

Columbian Award Cont'd

local student to raise money for an ultra-sound machine
to be used at the Mother of Life Center.

District Deputy Rick Devine and State Deputy Steve Ciolfi
are shown the Sonogram Machine being purchased by
David O’Connell a brother Knight, and Director at the
Mother of Life Center. The efforts of all of our councils as
well as our Fourth Degree Assemblies make this great
endeavor a reality.

Narragansett Council #21 Takes 4
Place in Order-wide Columbian Award

The Fourth Place Award for 2008 — 2009 International
Community Service is presented to Narragansett Council
#21. Receiving the award for the council is Rick Devine,
DD.

Narragansett Council won the award for working with a

St. Cecelia Council #12613 Clam Cake
& Chowder Dinner to Benefit Unborn

Saint Cecelia Council #12613 held a Chowder and Clam
Cake dinner to raise money to benefit the Sonogram
program. Grand Knight Ed Misiolek is being shown one of
the devices by Dave O’Connell of Mary Mother of Life
Center.

Knights making a difference in the welfare of
our communities, our parishes and our families.

Ask someone to join our efforts today!
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2009 Golf Tournament Winners!

Golf Tournament Chairman, George Plante Jr. FDD and
State Deputy, Steve Ciolfi, present the 2009 First Place

Trophy won by Pascoag Council #383, to Roger Johnson,

Grand Knight.

Fr. Leo Anctil Columbian Squires
Circle #5211

Squires having a great time at a PawSox game.

Fr. Leo Anctil Columbian Squires #5211 are one of only
two Circles in the Jurisdiction of Rhode Island. Under the
direction of Blessing Council PGK Tom Del Mastro, this
Circle has many activities and its own newsletter.

Contact Tom for information on how to build a Squires
Circle at your council.

“The Knights of Columbus are the strong
right arm of the Church.” Pope John Paul II

Ask someone to join our efforts today!

The District Deputies are appointed by the Supreme
Knight each Columbian Year to assist the councils with
attaining their goals.

District Deputy Tom Mulligan creates an excellent report
following the District Deputy/State Officers meeting each
month, and distributes it to his councils so the Grand
Knights and council officers have a better understanding
of what is available to them, and just as importantly know
what is expected of them. The following is Tom'’s report
following the last meeting. Its content can be of use to all
of us. Michael Benson reporting.

District Deputy Report

September 2009
Worth Grand Knights and Brother Officers -

The following information is provided as a general
reminder. Included in this information are some
DEGREE DATES. Please make every effort to JUST
ASK - that friend, fellow parishioner — Catholic gentleman
to be a Knight.

Also included are a couple of answers to recent
questions. You may find them helpful in your efforts to
grow your Councils! | look forward to visiting with your
Councils this new Columbian Year. Together we can
accomplish great things - let's make the effort.
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DD Report, cont'd

DATES TO REMEMBER!!

OCTOBER 12, 2009 — HOPE AWARD - Every Council is
asked to send the Grand Knight and their spouse to the
HOPE AWARD. This is being held at the Marriott in
Providence to honor Michael McGovern — 3™ Degree
Member — outgoing Director of RI Special Olympics. The
cost of a ticket per person $45.00 — certainly a worthy
cause.

OCTOBER 17, 2009 — WEB SEMINAR to be held at
Cranston Council, Park Avenue — Cranston, Rl @
9:00AM.

OCTOBER 20, 2009 — First and Second Degree at St.
Francis Council 1265 Tower Hill Road, North Kingstown,
RI, candidates are asked to arrive by 7:00PM — degree
begins at 7:30PM. Interested Councils are encouraged to
contact St. Francis Council with your count of attendees
(205-0507 — leave a message)

NOVEMBER 5, 2009 — Clergy Night at West Valley Inn
This is a night open to Knights and Clergy only. The cost
is $25. Per Knight, $10. For Clergy — the balance of the
clergy ticket will be paid the Harrop Foundation.

NOVEMBER 8, 2009 — 3" Degree (Sunday) at St.
Teresa's Church, Pawtucket RI. 11:30AM.

NOVEMBER 8, 2009 — RI Knights of Columbus, State
Level Soccer Shoot-Out [/ Finals at Wilson Park, North
Kingstown, Rl at 1:00PM

FAQ's
Question 1: Is the Chaplain of a Council required to be a
member of the Knights of Columbus?

Answer 1: No, this is not required. If you are inclined to
seek out a Chaplain when speaking with a prospective
Chaplain you may explain that you recognize his
commitment to the church and community and the time
this involves; therefore he may witness the degree at his
earliest convenience. In the meantime, if he is willing to
be a member of the Knights, complete the form 100 send
it in and issue him a 1st Degree card. This will allow your
Council to add a new member and begin a long lasting
relationship with the parish priest.

Question 2: Is there any incentive to re-signing an
inactive member, (as listed on the MEMBERSHIP
ROSTER - provided to Grand Knights and Financial
Secretaries from Supreme)?

A. Yes. Aninactive member as identified on the
Membership Roster — member type “N”, (is an insurance
member); therefore if resigned will count as a new
member and insurance member. Good way to meet
your membership and insurance quotas!!!

Question 3: s if proper to include State functions in our
local Council newsletters?

Answer 3: Itis not only proper, but encouraged! Just as

DD Report, cont'd

local Councils encourage attendance at local functions,
the State Council also looks to promote State functions.

Please remember that many functions can be attended by
anyone — friends, family — prospective members. Include
those State functions in your Council newsletter, help
spread the word — it helps us all!

If you have any questions concerning your Councils or
other information concerning the above dates, please
contact me. (H) 294-4516. Do not forget the STATE
MEETING: September 25, 2009 — Fr. Bohr Council.

God Bless,
Tom Mulligan, District Deputy (9)

Membership Seminar Presented to RI
Councils by the Supreme Regional
Director, Bill Sukel

The Knights of Columbus Supreme Regional Director
William “Bill” Sukel held two membership presentations
on consecutive evenings in early September. With
membership in Rhode Island declining from over 10,000
twenty years ago to 7,000 today, Representative Sukel
stressed the importance of membership through building
strong councils. Those who attended were treated with
basic blocking and tackling techniques to strengthen their
rosters and plan programs to keep members involved.

Bill's thoughtful presentation is available in pdf (Adobe)
format on the state council web site at Lt
is recommended reading for all council officers.
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Name the Newsletter

The State Deputy, Steven Ciolfi invites all Knights, family
members and friends to “name the newsletter!”

Resurrecting the name Knights View from a generation
ago is under consideration, however the opportunity
exists to create a new name to accompany a new format.
Provide your input to the State Deputy for his
consideration at stevec618@aol.com.

No word yet on the award for your creative selection.

The Newletter Staff

Mark Bamberg: bambergm@cox.net
Michael Benson: mbenson601@aol.com
Phil DePaolo: pdepaolo@cox.net

Charles Fleurant: chas-fleurant@cox.net
Bill Goodwin: billgoodwin@cox.net

Ed Misiolek: ejmisiolek@cox.net

Jerry Scannell: paulgscannell@verizon.net
Greg Unsworth: gju@cox.net

Newsletter Guidelines

The purpose of the newsletter is to tell the story of the
Knights of Columbus in Rhode Island through stories and
images. All councils are encouraged to provide both their
schedule of events, and more importantly a recap of their
efforts. Councils should appoint a member and/or his wife
to provide recaps of their council events. The stories need
to include the date and location, and be able to answer
who, what, when, where and why.

Contact any of the brothers identified as newsletter staff
to submit your story or advertisement. They will answer
guestions and provide insight to compiling your
information.

Images should be 600 x 480 pixels for those that are
used in a story, and 100 x 133 for those used to identify
people.

The deadline for submission of material is the 4t
Saturday of each month. The goal is to assemble the
information and have it available on the web site the
following Monday.

RI State Council Programs

The following information was presented at the Rhode
Island State Council Meeting held Friday evening,
September 25 at Fr. Boehr Council in Tiverton. There
were 46 members in attendance representing 26
councils, including all 6 state officers, 9 of the 10 District
Deputies and 16 of 49 Grand Knights.

Round Table (SW Peter Lentini) forms are due now.
Contact Peter with any questions/issues, 944.2613.

Programs cont'd

Form 100’s (GA Michael Lehman) are not making their
way to the Insurance Agency after 15t Degrees. Grand
Knights and Financial Secretaries must insure this
happens. DD’s to monitor.

Hope Award (PSD Dick Smith), the most prestigious
in the state of Rhode Island, and chaired by the Past
State Deputies, will honor the outgoing Executive Director
of the Special Olympics in Rhode Island, Michael
McGovern for his 20 plus years of leadership. The event
is to be held at the Marriott Providence on October 12.
Contact PSD Ron Parenteau at rparenteaul@cox.net.

Hockey Night (SW Peter Lentini) with the Providence
Bruins will be Sunday, March 7 followed by a pasta dinner
at Scalabrini Council. Tickets are $20 per person for the
game and dinner.

Computer Seminar (FDD Jerry Scannell) to be held at
at Cranston Council on October 17. Deadline to sign up is
October 5.

State Directory (FDD Jerry Scannell) will be available
for distribution at the October State Meeting.

State Raffle (DD John Seagrave-Daly) applications
have been given to DD’s for distribution to the GK’s.

Pro Life 40 Days of the Rosary (PGK Mike
Krzywonos) started September 23 and runs through
November 1.

Pro Life Rosary Novena (PGK Mike Krzywonos)
every Saturday morning at 7 AM, begins with Mass at St.
Paul in Cranston followed by the Rosary at the abortion
mills.

Pro Life Dinner (PGK Mike Krzywonos) to be held
January 16 at Warwick Council.

Pro Life Billboards Across America  (PGK Mike
Krzywonos) request support from the councils to erect bill
boards during October, the Respect Life Month.

East Bay Charity Ball (GK Leo Bouchard) to be held
at Fr. Boehr Council on November 7 at 6:30 PM.

Keep Christ in Christmas Cards (FDD Tom
O’Malley) deadline for ordering and getting the first carton
discount is September 30. The first carton is $120, all
other cartons are $171. Tom is at 846.7155, or
tomalley@cityofnewport.com

Soccer Shoot-out (DD Tom Mulligan) to be held at
Wilson Park in North Kingstown (Wickford) on 11/8 at 1
PM.

Christ the King Mass (Normand Charpentier) to be
held at the Cathedral of SS Peter & Paul on November 22
at 10 AM.

Chaplains Night (DD Steve Mariano) to be held at the
West Valley Inn in West Warwick on November 7 at 6:30
PM.

2010 Golf Tournament (FDD George Plante) June 13.
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Programs cont'd

Keep the Heat on Campaign (SD Steve Ciolfi) kicks
off October 4. Bishop Tobin is pledging $2 for every point
the Pittsburgh Steelers score this season. Perhaps the
councils can develop a creative way to support the
charity.

RSVP Program (SD Steve Ciolfi) Fr. Najim has
provided the State Deputy with the names of 24
seminarians and the parishes they come from for their
consideration of support by the councils.

Michael McGovern

The 2009 Recipient of the Rhode Island
State Council Hope Award

The Mission Statement for the Special Olympics reads:
To provide year-round sports training and athletic
competition in a variety of Olympic-type sports for
individuals with intellectual disabilities by giving them
continuing opportunities to develop physical fitness,
demonstrate courage, experience joy, and participate in a
sharing of gifts, skills, and friendship with their families,
other Special Olympics athletes, and the community.

For over twenty years, and the last ten as Executive
Director, Michael McGovern has championed the cause
of athletes with mental disabilities, changing the way they
look at themselves, and even more remarkably, the way
the public looks at them. The following are the comments
made by Senator Jack Reed (D, RI) on the Senate Floor
on June 9, 2009...

Madam President, | rise to recognize and honor the
significant accomplishments of Special Olympics Rhode
Island executive director Mike McGovern. Mike is retiring
this month after 21 years of working to expand
opportunities for Rhode Islanders with disabilities. He has
been a lifelong friend, since grammar school and high
school. He is someone | respect and admire immensely,
and this respect and admiration is shared by the entire
community of Rhode Island.

He has demonstrated a lifelong commitment to upholding
the mission and values of the Special Olympics. Mike's
special dedication and enthusiasm have ensured that the
Special Olympics Rhode Island remains one of the most
impressive organizations in our State, providing year-
round sports training and competitions to approximately
2,700 young and adult athletes across the State.

Mike began his involvement with Special Olympics Rhode

Michael McGovern, cont'd

Island as a volunteer for 18 years, every year pitching in,
helping out. That is the way he is--a generous heart, a
great sense of community and neighborliness. He then
served as assistant executive director for Special
Olympics Rhode Island from 1988 to 1998, when he took
over the role of executive director.

Under his leadership, Special Olympics Rhode Island
expanded the number of sports offered to 20. His athlete-
centered approach helped the program experience a 40-
percent increase in competitors.

Mike has also worked hard to ensure that the funding
goals of Special Olympics Rhode Island were achieved.
During his time with Special Olympics Rhode Island, the
organization built a budget surplus of over $1 million. He
also helped launch a capital campaign to establish a
permanent home for Special Olympics Rhode Island. His
innovative spirit, which characterized his entire tenure,
was evident in many different ways--particularly 33 years
ago, when he and several friends co-founded the Penguin
Plunge, which is an annual New Year's Day ritual in
Jamestown, RI, where hardy souls, hundreds of them,
brave the frigid waters of Narragansett Bay to raise
money for Special Olympics Rhode Island and raise a
feeling of camaraderie, fellowship, and good spirits to
begin the year.

Last month, Mike attended his final games as executive
director. Held at the University of Rhode Island in
Kingston, Special Olympics Rhode Island dedicated its
2009 State summer games to Mike McGovern for his
outstanding, long-time commitment to the Special
Olympics. Speaking at the games, he spoke of being
inspired by the courage of the athletes through their
ability to defy stereotypes, to compete, to strive--all of
them--to win. We, too, are inspired by his commitment to
a very noble cause.

Through his presence at the organization, he imbued it
with a special spirit. That spirit will be missed. But he will
continue to serve because that is his nature.

Thank you, Mike, for your exemplary service. You have
been a strong advocate for thousands of Special
Olympics athletes, both on and off the playing field. Your
dedicated leadership and hard work have helped
thousands of Rhode Islanders with disabilities achieve
their goals.

Also, you have been a great success in something as
important--as a husband, as a father, as a friend. | wish
you and your lovely family, your wife and your children,
the best in your well-deserved retirement.

Let me conclude by saying Rhode Island's special
athletes have never had a more special friend than Mike
McGovern.

| yield the floor.

Mike is a member of St. Francis Council 2011 in Nor  th Kinastown




